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CONFIDENTIAL LIMA 1719 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR PE EC 

SUBJECT: PERU-ECUADOR BORDER ISSUE 

1 . 1 REAISED THE PERU-ECUADOR BORDER ISSUE WITH AMBASSADROR 
WIELAND, NUMBER THREE IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IN CHARGE 

OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS, AT A RECEPTION AND WE CONTINUED THE 
DISCUSSION IN HIS OFFICE FEBRUARY 24. 

2. 1 STATED OUR VIEW THAT THIS BORDER ISSUE WHOULD BE RE- 
TURNED TO PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS AND NOT CONTINUE TO BE DEBATED 
PUBLICLY. I ALSO NOTED THE POTENTIAL USEFULNESS OF FRIENDLY 
PUBLIC EXCHANGES SUCH AS THE OLMEDO VISIT. WIELAND AGREED 
COMPLETELY AND CONFIRMED THAT THE OLMEDO VISIT HAD ONLY 
BEEN DELAYED TWO WEEKS AND THAT IT WOULD TAKE PLACE TO 
COINCIDE WITH THE VISIT OF THE ECUADOREAN TRAINING VESSEL. 

3. WIELAND WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THAT THE GOP HOPED TO GET 
THE DIALOGUE WITH ECUADOR BACK ON A CONSTRUCTIVE TRACK 
BY FIRST REESTABLISHING CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 
TWO MILITARY COMMANDS. THIS WAS THE PERUVIAN INITIATIVE 
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RICHTER PRADA TOOK TO HIS ECUADOREAN COUNTERPART A FEW 
WEEKS AGO AND IT WAS REITERATED IN MEETINGS LAST WEEK 
BETWEEN THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE CHIEFS OF THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. WIELAND SAID HE WAS NOT AWARE OF ANY POSITIVE 
RESPONSE MADE YET BY ECUADOR BUT THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE 
FULLY ABREAST OF DEVELOPMENTS BETWEEN THE TWO MILITARY 
COMMAND. HE ADDED THAT ONCE CLOSER MILITARY 
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COOPERATION WERE REESTABLISHED IT WOULD BE MUCH EASIER 
TO MAKE PROGRESS ON TRANSPORT AND OTHER AREAS OF COOPERATION. 

4. AS FOR SERIOUS NEGOTIATION OF THE BORDER ISSUE, 

WIFI. AND WAS VERY PESSIMISTIC ABOUT PROSPECTS IN COMING 
MONTHS IN VIEW OF THE TRANSITIONAL NATURE OF THE CURRENT 
GOE. 

5. WHEN I ASKED OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF FONMIN DE LA 
PUENTE'S SPEECH LAST WEEK JUSTIFYING PERUVIAN ARMS 
PURCHASES, WIELAND GAVE A LENGTHY HISTORICAL EXPLANATION 
MOSTLY RELATED TO CHILE, AND MADE NO REFERENCE TO THE 
CURRENT BORDER PROBLEM WITH PERU. 

PREEG 
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